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earthquake that occurred on October 8. 
These leaders will work with other Ameri-
cans to raise awareness and resources to help 
those in need as a result of this disaster. 

This private-sector effort will complement 
the commitment the United States Govern-
ment has made in terms of funding, relief 
commodities, and critical military logistical 
support. In addition, the United States has 
sent a delegation, headed by USAID Admin-
istrator Andrew Natsios, to the United Na-
tions Emergency Donors’ Conference for 
South Asia Earthquake Relief in Geneva. 

The business leaders are Jeff Immelt, 
chairman and CEO of the General Electric 
Company; Hank McKinnell, Jr., Ph.D., chair-
man and CEO of Pfizer, Inc.; Sandy Weill, 
chairman of Citigroup, Inc.; Anne Mulcahy, 
chairman and CEO of Xerox Corporation; 
and Jim Kelly, former chairman and CEO 
of United Parcel Service of America, Inc. In 
the coming days, they will ask Americans to 
donate directly to a fund set up to provide 
help to the earthquake victims. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Bangladesh-United States 
Taxation Convention 
October 27, 2005 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith for the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification a Conven-
tion Between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of 
Bangladesh for the Avoidance of Double 
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Eva-
sion with Respect to Taxes on Income signed 
at Dhaka on September 26, 2004 (the ‘‘Con-
vention’’). An exchange of notes is enclosed, 
and the report of the Department of State 
with respect to the Convention is transmitted 
for the information of the Senate. 

This Convention, which is similar to tax 
treaties between the United States and other 
developing nations, provides maximum rates 
of tax to be applied to various types of income 
and protection from double taxation of in-
come. The Convention also provides for the 
resolution of disputes and sets forth rules 
making its benefits unavailable to those who 
are engaged in treaty forum shopping. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to this Conven-
tion and that the Senate give its advice and 
consent to ratification. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 27, 2005. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the United Nations Convention 
Against Corruption 
October 27, 2005 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the United Nations Convention 
Against Corruption (the ‘‘Corruption Con-
vention’’), which was adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly on October 31, 
2003. I also transmit, for the information of 
the Senate, the report of the Secretary of 
State with respect to the Corruption Conven-
tion, with an enclosure. 

The international fight against corruption 
is an important foreign policy priority for the 
United States. Corruption hinders sustain-
able development, erodes confidence in 
democratic institutions, and facilitates 
transnational crime and terrorism. The Con-
vention will be an effective tool to assist in 
the growing global effort to combat corrup-
tion. 

The U.N. Corruption Convention is the 
first global multilateral treaty to comprehen-
sively address the problems relating to cor-
ruption. It provides for a broad range of co-
operation, including extradition and mutual 
legal assistance, and commits governments to 
take measures that will prevent corruption 
from happening in the first place. The Cor-
ruption Convention includes provisions to 
criminalize and prevent corruption and pro-
vides procedures for governments to recover 
assets that have been illicitly acquired by cor-
rupt officials. 

The provisions of the Corruption Conven-
tion are explained in the accompanying re-
port of the Department of State. The report 
also sets forth proposed reservations that 
would be deposited by the United States with 
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